
Morgans Mail
April 2021

Phone: 01992 582162
Email: admin@morgans.herts.sch.uk

communication creativity craftsmanship curiosity confidence commitment collaboration

Update

Diagnostic Assessments have been carried out on all of the children since returning to school
after Easter. These have been important in allowing teachers to ascertain the learning needs of all
the children in their class. As you can imagine, as a result of lockdown and school closures,
children are now in different stages of learning. In order to ensure an effective ‘recovery curriculum’
we have worked hard to distinguish where the children are in their learning, what the next steps in
their learning need to be, and how best to deliver that learning. We are using flexible or ‘fluid
grouping’ to teach specific learning objectives to targeted children. This ensures that children are
not left behind, or in a situation where they are sitting in lessons learning objectives they already
have a solid understanding of.
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Guidance from the Education Endowment Foundation, supported by the Department for Education
states:

‘Flexible grouping describes when pupils are allocated to smaller groups
based on the individual needs that they currently share with other pupils.
Such groups can be formed for an explicit purpose and disbanded
when that purpose is met. It may be that a small group of pupils share
the need for more explicit instruction to independently carry out a skill,
remember a fact, or understand a concept.
Allocating pupils to temporary groups can also allow teachers to set
up opportunities for collaborative learning; research has indicated, for
example, that collaborative learning can be effective in helping pupils to
read history texts.’

Asymptomatic testing is available for all parents and carers of school aged children. We urge
ALL parents and carers to self-administer Lateral Flow tests, twice weekly, to help early
identification of coronavirus where symptoms are not present. Test packs are available from the
COVID test centre located in the County Hall car park and can be collected by anyone over the
age of 18. If you receive a positive test at home, everyone in your household must begin
self-isolating immediately and you need to book a PCR test to confirm the positive result.

Equipment and school stationery will continue to be provided by class teachers to minimise the
risk of transmission between home and school. Children are permitted to bring bags, reading
books and reading records into school for personal use. Children should continue to wear their PE
kits to school on PE days.

Morgans Mile

As you will now know, we will be holding our annual Morgans’ Mile event this
year. Classes and year groups will be running on different days due to current
restrictions and we have therefore decided that we will celebrate the event for
the whole of the week commencing 17th May, to include an opening and
closing ceremony. Unfortunately, we are unable to allow any parent/carer
spectators due to the current situation. As always, we are very grateful for any

voluntary donations as these will provide much needed income to provide additional maths
manipulatives and resources to support children’s learning.



Home Learning

As we continue to support all children with lost or
missed learning, as a result of the pandemic, home
learning will focus on providing additional practise and
consolidation of the key skills that your child has been
learning during the week. As part of our flexible
grouping, children will be set home learning tasks that
support their learning needs and will differ across the
year group. Please continue to support your child at
home with their learning as part of their recovery
curriculum.

Mrs Robinson’s parenting tip of the month

Being active is a very important part of our children’s lives. In school, we provide lots of
opportunities to take ‘active brain breaks’ to keep both our mind and body fit and active. All children
across the school take part in the Morgans Daily Mile, we enjoy activities such as gonoodle, just
dance and various educational action songs, to just name a few ways to keep active. Our Year
group lunchtime clubs also provide different sports for the children to enjoy, as well as two PE
lessons every week.

There are many ways to show your child that you value being active too. Daily walks and bike rides
have become everyday activities during lockdown and it is important to keep these up. Various
sports clubs are opening up again now and provide children with fantastic opportunities to stay fit
and healthy, as well as enhancing social skills such as working collaboratively as a team, improved
confidence to try new things and commitment to doing the best they can, all of which are fantastic
skills to have and bring back to everything your child does. Even just going to the park enables the
children to develop their gross motor skills. Please take the time everyday to show your child you
value being active and make this part of your life.



e-Safety

As you know we teach e-safety in school as part of the curriculum. We find the best way is to teach
it little and often to keep reminding the children how to keep themselves safe online. We believe it
would be a good idea if you could share this image of SMART ways to keep safe. Mention it often
and keep checking in on your child’s devices so that you are aware of how they are using the
myriad of different Apps available. Please can we remind you again that it is your parental
responsibility to ensure that children are making appropriate use of their devices, and that it is the
school's position that we should be teaching the children how to be e-safe - being safe on the
internet. It is the school’s view that no pupils should be using 13+ applications of any sort. The
majority of social media platforms have a recommended minimum age of 13yrs (16yrs for
WhatsApp).

Please re-emphasise to your children the importance of keeping themselves and others safe online
and what ‘healthy’ and ‘unhealthy’ online habits may look like.

If you would like any tips, advice or guidance to support your child online, please visit:

Thinkuknow - home
UK Safer Internet Centre - Online Safety Tips, Advice and Resources | Safer Internet Centre

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


Celebrating learning at Morgans

Year 4

Year 4 has had an eventful start to the reopening

of school. For the three weeks before Easter we

spent a lot of time settling children back into the

norms of classroom life. We focused on the learning

powers and developed strategies to help us make

the most of our learning.

In honour of Comic Relief, Year 4 took part in a

talent show. Lots of children took part and a lot of

fun was had! Children were given the chance to show

off a variety of skills that they all worked hard on

over the week. We had drawing, singing, dancing,

karate, gymnastics, stand up comedy and even some

freestyling.

We also investigated Perimeter in Maths during

the last week before the Easter break through

the use of cubes. Children were challenged to

make different shapes with different perimeters.



In Art, we have been exploring Pop Art and

created our very own. Children were asked to

copy half of a well known piece of Pop Art to

finish the piece. We were amazed with the

detail and craftsmanship shown.

In Science, Year 4 has been exploring

classification keys and used leaves from the

school grounds. Children were asked to find

differences between each leaf and pose

questions to help sort them.



Covid-19 Guidance

As a reminder, parents and carers must minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by
ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their
household who does, do not attend school. Although we are no longer urging you to wear
masks on the playground due to updated guidance around falling numbers, we must remind
you to maintain social distancing on school grounds. Please keep 2m apart where possible
and wear a face covering if you need to speak to a member of staff.

Can we remind you again of the following guidelines that have not changed:

You must ensure that pupils do not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms or have tested positive in at least the last 10 days. We will ensure anyone developing
those symptoms during the school day are sent home. These continue to be essential actions to
reduce the risk in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). If
anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or
has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home
and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to
have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19.

If anyone in a ‘bubble’ tests positive we will immediately inform parents and close down that bubble
for a 10 day self isolation period.

Uniform at Morgans

We continue to follow the Government’s guidance and have put in place many measures with the
aim to keep everyone who visits the school safe. One of the measures is to ensure that the
classrooms are ventilated at all times. Please ensure that when the weather is cooler, especially in
the mornings, that children wear their school coats to school.

Children must come to school dressed in Morgans’ school uniform. During the winter months, we
were very happy for children to wear additional layers in school as we took a more relaxed
approach to uniform, with a focus more on ensuring that all children were warm and comfortable.
However, we would like to remind all parents and carers of the expectations of our uniform now as
we move into the summer months.

You can find information about school uniform at Morgans here:
School Uniform | www.morgans.herts

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.morgans.herts.sch.uk/school-uniform-1


Mental Health and Wellbeing

We are aware that mental health and wellbeing remains at the top of the national agenda. We have
had many conversations with parents and children that suggest this area needs to continue to be
supported. We are teaching mental health and wellbeing in many ways at schools and are
encouraging children to talk to adults, should they need to, around this area. We have decided to
reshare the following links to offer additional support to families in helping support wellbeing and
mental health. The are regularly updated so do take a look:

Government:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-
peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-
young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
BBC bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Young Minds: https://youngminds.org.uk/
Mental Health Foundation: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-young-people
NHS: https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/

Second hand uniform

We have a stock of second hand school uniform available for a small donation of 50p per item.
Please ask at the school office for details.

Useful information

Please visit the school’s website for regular information updates.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-young-people
https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/


Thank you for your continued feedback on how we are doing and how we can improve now the
children are back in school. We hope you have found this newsletter useful.

Have a lovely bank holiday weekend.

Helen Jackson and Alis Rocca

Co-Headteachers


