
                                                                                      

The Teaching of Reading at Morgans Primary School 

 
Guided Reading 

Guided reading is taught across the school between Years 1-6 every morning, KS2 between 9-9.30 

am and KS 1 between 9-9.20am. During the guided reading lesson the children will be learning in a 

variety of ways; through reading for pleasure, phonic and comprehension activities, individual 

reading to an adult and a group reading lesson taught by the teacher. 

The lesson taught by the teacher will involve a shared, challenging text for the children to read 

either out loud to the teacher or independently depending on their ability. The teacher will plan  

questions and lead discussion allowing the children to learn, practise and discuss- decoding skills, 

retrieving, deducing and inferring information, the structure of the writing, use of language and 

literacy features, the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how texts relate to social, cultural and 

historical contexts. 

Phonics 

Phonics is taught from Foundation Stage to Year 2 in daily sessions, from Year 3-6 for individuals who 

still need support with their phonic understanding. 

Phonics is taught through the ‘Letters and Sounds ‘structured programme of teaching and children 

are taught in 15-20 minute sessions. During the spring and summer terms children are grouped 

across the age ranges to allow for careful matching of phonic teaching to pupil need. Lessons will be 

planned through a revise/revisit, teach, practise, and apply. The learning and practising of phonics is 

through games, actions, the use of flashcards and magnetic letters, ICT and other practical activities. 

Teaching of Reading at Foundation Stage 

Books, stories and reading play a large part in the Foundation stage curriculum. Through role play, 

puppets and small world resources children are encouraged to develop a good understanding of 

stories.  

In Nursery the children have a daily story session, when they share a book together and talk about 

what has happened and the characters in the story. Children are encouraged to talk about the books 

they enjoy and why they like them and the children also take home a ‘sharing pack’ every week to 

share a different book at home.  

In Reception the children begin to take home a school reading scheme book in the autumn term. 

Children generally start with a picture book to encourage talk about what might happen in a story 

and as they gain more confidence in using their phonic knowledge they progress onto books which 

require blending to read words. Guided reading begins in the spring term and takes place between 

8.55 – 9.15. Children are encouraged to read together to begin to gain a greater understanding of 

the strategies they use to understand books and reading.  



 

 

Teaching of Reading at Key Stage 1 

Children will take part in daily guided reading lessons, where the teacher will give them a wide 

variety of challenging texts matched to their reading ability and area of development. Shared 

reading will take place as part of literacy lessons where children will be exposed to texts in big books 

on the Interactive Whiteboard or an individual copy/extract. Role play, puppets and small world 

resources are also used to develop the children’s understanding and enjoyment of stories. During 

this shared reading pupils develop their understanding of language, the structure of fiction and non-

fiction texts and develop comprehension skills. 

Individual reading will take place during guided reading sessions and library sessions. All children 

take home an individual colour–banded reading book matched to their independent reading level. 

All colour bands include a range of both fiction and non-fiction texts. Children choose their own 

books from the colour band selected by their teacher, supported and guided by key stage staff as 

necessary. All classes enjoy a weekly library session aimed at promoting a life-long love and 

enjoyment of books. 

Teaching of Reading at Key Stage 2 

Children will take part in daily guided reading lessons, where the teacher will give them a wide 

variety of challenging texts which often match with the current writing unit.  Shared reading will take 

place as part of literacy lessons where the children may have extracts from a text either as a big 

book, on the Interactive Whiteboard or an individual copy.  Children will have opportunities to read 

and analyse the text considering the language, structure, the author’s purpose and use of literacy 

features, also allowing for the teaching and assessment of the children’s comprehension skills. 

Individual reading will take place during guided reading lessons and library sessions. As children 

move through the Key Stage they will progress from the colour banded ‘scheme books’ to choosing 

their books independently. These books are selected from the library (initially with the support from 

the teaching members of staff to ensure that they are the correct level) and children are encouraged 

to read a variety of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. All classes have a library session to promote 

reading for pleasure and develop a love of reading. 
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