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School Update 
 
The Secretary of State for Education made an announcement to the House of Commons on               
Tuesday this week explaining that they have changed their minds about the need for all year                
groups to return to school before the end of the summer term: 
 
‘We continue to follow the best scientific advice and believe that this cautious, phased return               
is the most sensible course of action to take. While we are not able to welcome all primary                  
children back for a full month before the summer, we continue to work with the sector on the                  
next steps..’ 

 Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education 
 
The government has told schools that they are currently working on a national plan to bring                
all children back into school in the next academic year. Once this has been drawn up, we will                  
be informed and will share it with you. In light of the latest guidance, we do not plan to                   
reintroduce children from other year groups back into Morgans. This is due to the strict               
guidelines that we are implementing regarding the need for social distancing, low numbers of              
children per ‘family group’, the placement of siblings and the organisation of the learning              
environments.  
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Welcome back! 
 
This week at Morgans, we welcomed back more of our Year 6 as well as our Year 1 children.                   
It was so wonderful to see them return to Morgans full of excitement mixed with just a little                  
trepidation. We have had incredibly positive feedback both from parents and the children             
themselves about their transition back into school. The children have told us they were so               
happy to be back seeing their friends and teachers and engaging in their learning. It is lovely                 
to see just how resilient they all are and how positively they have responded to the changes                 
within school, such as the way they move around the spaces, the resources that are               
available, and the type of learning they are doing. 
 
Currently we are using all but two of the classrooms and this is likely to change with the                  
growing numbers within our key worker groups. This is all with a rota of Yr 6 and Yr 1                   
classes only coming in two days a week, with a deep-cleaning day on a Wednesday. We will                 
be working with the local authority, local schools and awaiting plans from the government              
with regards to how this will look in September, when we hopefully begin to bring more and                 
more of your children back into school. At the moment we are developing what works well                
and reviewing what needs developing. Please continue to share your thoughts and ideas             
with us on how we can make these times as effective as possible for your children. 
 
If you have any questions or ideas, please email admin@morgans.herts.sch.uk. More           
information about the wider opening of schools can be found on the Department for              
Education website which is being updated regularly. 
 

 
Home Learning  

 
Thank you for all of the support you have         
been giving with regards to supporting your       
children in their home learning. The children       
have continued to remain engaged and are       
sharing lots of their work with their teachers.        
Thanks to all our staff who plan engaging        
learning opportunities that have challenged     
the children throughout the school closure.  
 
With more of our staff working in school now, leading groups of children and fulfilling other                
responsibilities with regards to curriculum, assessment and planning for now and the next             
academic year, you may begin to notice less feedback on the work your children are               
completing. Please be aware that our staff will be working hard to maintain a balance               
between online delivery and feedback, and their time in school, to ensure we are meeting               
the needs of all children. We are spending some of our time with our key worker children                 
supporting them with their online learning, but please note that we are ensuring the mental               
health, wellbeing and nurturing comes first. 
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Staffing News 
 
It is at this time of the year that some of our staff move on from                
Morgans and begin exciting new journeys elsewhere. We are         
always sad to see admired team members leave us, but we wish            
them well in all of their new endeavours. This year we say a sad              
farewell to Mrs Perkins, Mrs Hanham and Mrs Sales. Mrs Hanham           
is relocating to Milton Keynes, whilst Mrs Perkins and Mrs Sales are            
moving on to new roles and responsibilities in local Primary          
schools. We would like to say a huge thank you to them all for              
everything they have done over the many years they have worked           
at Morgans. Their dedication and hard work has always been hugely appreciated and has              
impacted so positively on the children and families of Morgans. We will be arranging an               
opportunity for you and the children to say goodbye as soon as we are able to and will share                   
arrangements with you.  
 
We would like to introduce our new teachers who will be joining the team here at Morgans.                 
We were very fortunate to have a large number of high quality candidates who applied and                
have secured five strong teachers who will begin in September. We will be welcoming Mrs               

Tracy Clark, Ms Annalisa Milazzo, Ms Annabel Casey, Ms Shona          
Jain and Ms Claire Crouchman. They will be working with us           
during the summer term going through our induction process.         
This will familiarise them with the ethos, culture, systems and          
processes that we use at Morgans, in readiness for next term.           
The exciting part about new staff joining our team is that they            
bring with them creative, new ideas, and the latest research that           
helps to ensure the continued development of Morgans. 

 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
As we shared with you last week we have put together a bespoke approach to supporting                
and nurturing children around the return to school before, during and after the event. We               
have created an approach called ‘Let’s go S.L.O.W.’. This helps children and staff slow down               
and take a mindful look at how they are feeling and what they need at this time to help them                    
manage the change that we are all going through.  

 
                          S.L.O.W stands for: 
                                    Stop 

                      Listen 
                     Open-up 
                 Work together. 
 
 

 

 



We will be using and teaching mindfulness techniques, time to talk, emotion coaching, circle              
time and games to help nurture children and help them with their mental health and feelings                
of wellbeing.  
 
It is important for you to share with your child that school will be different for a while and that                    
we are all getting used to a ‘new normal’. Some children will be out of school for some time                   
longer and others will be returning now. Whatever the situation, we need to be working               
together to help children understand the changing situation we find ourselves in and work to               
build their resilience to manage it. 
 
Please see these links for additional support in helping with your child’s wellbeing and              
mental health: 
Government: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-
young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-
children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-o
utbreak 
BBC bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
Young Minds: https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
Mental Health Foundation: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-young-people 
NHS: https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/ 
 
 
 

    Book Recommendation 
 
We thought it would be lovely to share a fantastic book           
recommendation that we received, with you. This is a         
lovely book that celebrates the wonder of words and         
language. The main character Jerome, is a little boy who          
collects words. All sorts of words: short, long, dreamy,         
and sad words all become part of his collection. Jerome          
learns to use his collection of interesting words in poetry          
and song, and in articulating himself well to the world. It           
is a charming book that encourages being curious and         
noticing words everywhere around you. This book links        
to the Word Aware approach that we use in teaching          
spelling and vocabulary throughout Morgans.  

 
If you would like to listen to Michelle and Barack Obama reading this story with your child, 
follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-hTKWCX7hc 
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Thank you to the Brady family for sharing this brilliant book recommendation. If you have any 
recommendations of great books you have read with your children, please contact the 
school and we will share them on the next Morgans Mail. 
 
 

 
 

E-Safety  
 

We have shared with you previously our       
approach to online safety at Morgans and       
would like to remind you of the need to         
continue to share e-safety approaches     
with your children. This is important now       

more than ever as so much of how we are living our lives is online in one way or another at                     
the moment. 
 
Internet Matters https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/ 
is an online resource with information you can share with your child, they give online safety                
advice: 
‘Early use of digital technology has been shown to improve language skills and promote              
children’s social development and creativity. 
But it’s not without risks for young children, who may come across inappropriate content or               
begin to copy what older children do online. See our advice to understand what              
you can do to give young children the best experience of going online.’ 
 
You can also read our e-safety policy with your children in an age appropriate              
manner to remind everyone of how to stay safe. 
 
The E-Safety and data protection Policy which can be found on this page:             
https://www.morgans.herts.sch.uk/policies 
Please follow this link for more information: https://www.morgans.herts.sch.uk/esafety 
 
 

                 Email contact 
 

Please be aware that we are dealing with a high level of emails at              
the moment including extensive, daily emails from the Department         
for Education and the Local Authority with regards to the current           
situation. As a result we will not be able to respond to emails in the               
normal time scale of 3 days. We hope you understand and thank            
you for your patience during this time. 
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Useful information 
 

Useful information during these unprecedented times, can continue        
to be found on the government website. This is regularly updated           
so is worth checking regularly. We have added a few links below            
you may find useful. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/ 
 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-
about-temporarily-closing#exams 
 
 
 
As always we will continue to update you as regularly as possible on any updates from the                 
government or local authority and any information on the government’s plan on how school’s              
will return in September. 
 
 
 
We wish you all well, 
 
 
Helen Jackson and Alis Rocca 
Co-Headteachers 
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