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MORGANS MAILMORGANS MAILMORGANS MAILMORGANS MAIL    

           Collabora�on Confidence Cra�smanship Communica�on Curiosity Crea�vity Commitment  

7TH JUNE 20197TH JUNE 20197TH JUNE 20197TH JUNE 2019    

    

Phone Number: 01992 582162                            Email: admin@morgans.herts.sch.uk  

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to the second half of the summer term and we hope you have had a wonderful half 

term break. We have had a great start with a fantas�c assembly by the year 4 children which was per-

formed to the whole school and to parents. The children showcased all of their learning over the last 

half term around biomes, habitats, animals and environmental issues. The show began with a wonder-

ful exhibi�on of the children’s costume design work as we saw all children enter the hall singing and 

dancing to ‘The circle of life’ dressed as a plethora of animals. They followed this outstanding opening 

number with examples of their wri�ng, facts from the research they have undertaken in their self-

organised learning �me, poem recitals, and other examples of wri�ng, artwork, dance and drama. 

Thank you to all of year 4 for all of the hard work, the wonderful learning and the confidence and col-

labora�on they showed in their performance. A huge thanks also to the staff who worked �relessly to 

engage the children in their learning in such an exci�ng way. 
 

Self-organised Learning Time 

We launched our self-organised learning �me (SOLT) sessions in September and have spent the year 

teaching the children the tools to read around and research about a given topic, theme or ques�on. 

Children have been developing independent skills and growing their confidence in their own learning 

abili�es during these sessions. They have enjoyed sharing their learning to their class and teachers and 

in some cases in assemblies and presen�ng to parents. We have seen a really posi�ve impact on the 

children across the year as their engagement in learning has con�nued to develop and increase. I have 

spoken to some pupils to get their feedback on SOLT and the comments have been posi�ve: ‘I like it 

when we get to choose how we are learning, choose the groups and how to show what we are learn-

ing’ one year 5 pupil said. ‘ I like it when we have the �me to research and put together a project over 

a month so we can keep improving, find out lot’s of things and be crea�ve’ said another. One year 3 

pupil talked about choosing how and what they want to learn about dragons at that moment: ‘...we 

can make notes, draw pictures or do posters, I really like it when we can present to the class and talk 

about what we have learned.’ 

 

SOLT at Morgans has been developed following research on how to build children’s independence and 

confidence in learning. It has come from years of research by Sugata 

Mitra at Newcastle University Educa�on department who developed 

self-organised learning environments in which children are given a 

‘big ques�on’ to engage them in their learning and provoke curiosi-

ty.  Without an obvious answer, ‘big ques�ons’ reach across many 

disciplines and subjects to provide a deep, meaningful context for 

explora�on. Developing 21st-century skills such as digital literacy 

and cri�cal thinking is a key element of our SOLT sessions and track-

ing how our SOLT sessions have developed over the year, we are 

aware that they are helping prepare our children for this increasing-

ly digital world.  

 

Alis Rocca 

Upcoming DatesUpcoming DatesUpcoming DatesUpcoming Dates    

12th12th12th12th––––    14th June14th June14th June14th June————Tolmers Yr4  Tolmers Yr4  Tolmers Yr4  Tolmers Yr4  

residen�al  Trip residen�al  Trip residen�al  Trip residen�al  Trip  

20th  June20th  June20th  June20th  June————Clean Air Day Clean Air Day Clean Air Day Clean Air Day 

(Wear Green)(Wear Green)(Wear Green)(Wear Green)    

    

22nd  June  22nd  June  22nd  June  22nd  June  ----    Summer FairSummer FairSummer FairSummer Fair    
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Year 4 Produc�on—Our World 
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Packed Lunches 
School meals are a great choice for children and Her:ordshire Catering  pride themselves on producing 

freshly prepared meals that are tasty, nutri�ous and, most importantly, meals that appeal to children, 

but we understand that for some children they prefer to bring in packed lunch.   

We have recently no�ced that some packed lunches do not contain healthy choices and would like to 

offer some �ps for preparing a healthier lunchbox. 

• Try to vary the contents of the lunchbox daily. That way you can ensure your child is ge;ng the va-

riety of nutrients their bodies need to func�on and grow.  

• Involve your child in preparing their lunchbox. They are more likely to enjoy food they have made 

themselves.  

• Try a lighter variety of bread or make sandwiches using a slice of white and a slice of wholemeal 

bread. Using different breads will make the lunchbox more interes�ng and enjoyable. 

• For variety, use pi=a strips, crackers, bread s�cks, or fruit and vegetable finger foods with a dip.  

• Always try to add a some salad to a sandwich ie cucumber, le=uce, tomato 

• Make a fruit smoothie by blending juice and fruit together, or a yoghurt or milk drink by mixing yo-

ghurt or semi-skimmed milk with pureed fruit.  

A healthy packed lunch is a balanced meal providing a variety nutrients from 4 different food groups 

Starchy Foods  

Base each meal on a starchy food, such as bread, potato, rice, pasta, Starchy foods give energy, fibre, vit-

amins and minerals.  

Meat and Alterna�ves  

Add some protein, for example meat, fish, eggs, beans or pulses. Protein foods build muscles and  

The school has a no nuts policy as some children are allergic to these. This includes chocolate spreads 

such as Nutella 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Please include fruit and vegetables in your child’s packed lunch. Fruit and vegetables are full of vitamins, 

minerals and fibre necessary for the body to func�on properly and to keep you strong and healthy.  

Milk and Dairy Foods  

Include a dairy product or dairy alterna�ve, such as fromage frais, custard or semi-skimmed or skimmed 

milk. These foods provide calcium necessary for strong bones and teeth, as well as providing protein and 

vitamins. Lower fat varie�es are healthier 

For more informa�on and advice go to: www.eatwell.gov.uk/   www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/packedlunches/ 
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All about D-Day 

 

I was lucky enough to be invited by Harry to watch the presentation he did to his class about D-Day. He 
had prepared so well and presented so much information in a clear and confident way. He allowed ques-
tions from his peers and was able to answer them fully and as a result we all learned so much! Well done 
Harry, very impressive work. 
 

Alis Rocca. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘This week I did a presentation about the D-Day landings to Ash class, I would like to share this with the 
Morgans’ community. On the 6th of June 1944, British, Us and Canadian forces invaded the coast of Nor-
mandy in Northern France. It was supposed to happen on the 5th June but it happened on the 6th due to 
weather. D-Day was code named operation ‘Overlord’. The allies convinced the Germans that the inva-
sion would be at Calais. They had their best troops at Calais and even after the invasion happened they 
thought there was going to be a second invasion there. As well as beach landings, troops were parachut-
ed in, 156,000 troops invaded. 
 

This week was the 75th anniversary since D-Day and commemoration services were held with veterans 
at Normandy. I find learning about history is fun and I like learning about history. If you want to find out 
more about WW2  try a visit to the HMS Belfast and the Imperial War Museum in London.’ 

 

Harry Y4 
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Thank you again for all your support. 

 

 

  

Morgans Mile - Fundraising Update 

Thank you to everyone who has handed in their sponsor money. We have raised 
a amazing £2,200 to date. As you know, this year’s Morgans Mile sponsor money 
will go towards the completion of the new all-weather running path and we have 
almost reached our target of £2,500. 

You can still send in sponsor money to the school office in the brown envelopes 
provided, or there are spare envelopes in the carousel.  

Or you can simply donate online at  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/morgansmile 

The Morgans Mile photographs are also still available to purchase 
at www.purplekitephotography.com 

Simply use your private year group log in that was sent via Parent Mail on 22nd 
May. 
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Phonics Screening 

 
In year 1 we have been preparing for our phonics screening check.  The children are ready and eager to 

complete the check next week. We have been mixing classes throughout the year to ensure the children 

are all working to their ability, being able to move across groups to support their individual needs.  We 

have fun daily, playing games and carrying out inves�ga�ons. In year 1 we are very confident and excit-

ed! 

1. What is the Year 1 phonics screening check? 

The phonics screening check is a compulsory school-based check to make sure that a child receives any 

addi�onal support promptly, should they need it. It is not a stressful situa�on as the teacher will be well-

equipped to listen and understand each child’s level of skills. 

The phonics screening check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 in England, and this year will be 

start week commencing 10th June. It is designed to give teachers and parents informa�on on how a child 

is progressing in phonics. It will help to iden�fy whether a child needs addi�onal support at this stage so 

that they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill. 

4. What does it check? 

It test checks: 

• Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words. 

•  

• Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill. 

•  

• Read a selec�on of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words. 
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Please	read	about	the	risks	of	social	networks	

	and	inappropriate	online	content	

We are hearing that more and more children have smart phones which are 

not being supervised by parents.  Apart from the fact that children are 

sending unkind messages to each other, you probably also know that for 

most sites like Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram or Twi;er, you need to be at 

least 13 years old to sign up. For some, like WhatsApp, you need to be even 

older. If your child is under 13 years old he/she should not be using them – 

they will be breaking the  rules and could be pu?ng themselves at risk. 

Social networks are full of content that might be inappropriate for your child. 

This is a serious issue, as almost all the content on the social networks is user

-generated and is mostly not moderated. As a result, your child might come 

across inappropriate or distressing video or photographs, violence, and infor-

ma�on on guns or drugs. 

Just as a simple experiment, try to type ‘sex’ in the Facebook search bar. The 

top result would be a group full of inappropriate videos. Finding websites de-

voted to marihuana or containing graphic violence and acts of cruelty is also 

all too easy. 

In order to make sure your child does not stumble across such content, follow 

our recommenda�ons: 

• First of all, talk more to your child and tell him, in a frank and sincere 

manner, that there’s content which is not meant for his/hers eyes and 

ears. 

 

• As a rule, try to monitor your child’s ac�vity online and have open con-

versa�ons whenever you find inappropriate websites or communi�es. 

Don’t do it secretly, discuss the terms of your involvement beforehand. 

 

• Install and use parental control so�ware which would block inappropri-

ate pages on social networks. 
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Soggy Sailors! 
 

A group of Year 5 children have been learning to Sail at Fairlands in Stevenage 
this term. This week, they learnt how to capsize a boat and right it again safely. 
This is such an important skill that takes craftsmanship to learn and get right. 
Some of them were nervous beforehand, but they were committed and collaborat-
ed to help each other through the drill. They had to communicate throughout the 
process and were all confident in the end that they could do it again. What a great 
effort, and what a fun time! 
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Mrs Rocca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  My favourite children's book is:  Charlo;e’s Web 

  My favourite colour is:  Pink 

  My favourite food is:  Pasta 

  My favourite film is:  Dead Poet’s Society 

   The latest book I have read is:  Daring Greatly by Brene Brown 

   Five words that describe me:  Crea�ve,  Caring,  Cerebral,  

                                                                      Collabora�ve,  Crazy!   
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A;endance 

Did you know? 
From 1 September 2013, changes to government legisla�on means that schools are no longer  

allowed to authorise requests for children to be taken out of school for a holiday during term �me.   

  

Requests for leave can only be granted by schools if there are excep�onal circumstances.   

Holidays are not considered excep�onal. Requests for leave must also be made to the school in  

advance, as the Department for Educa�on has told schools that they cannot authorise any absences  

aIer they have been taken . 

 

In order to help us to improve our a;endance figures you are asked to: 

• Arrange dental/doctors appointments aIer school/in school holidays 

• Whenever possible, send your child into school before and aIer any unavoidable appointments (hospital etc) 

• Plan family holidays outside of term �me in school holidays 

• Not let your child take �me off for minor ailments (ie: those that would not stop you from going to work) 

• Inform their class teacher about any problems your child may have at school 

 

NOTE : We cannot grant leave of absence in term �me unless there are ‘Excep�onal Circumstances’.  

Any parent wishing to apply for  leave of absence in term �me must complete a Leave Of Absence form,  

available from the school office. 

 

A=ending school every day = 100% a=endance 

A=ending 4½ days a week = 90% a=endance = 4 weeks missed per year 

A=ending 4 days a week = 80% a=endance = more than half a term missed per year. 

A=ending 3½ days each week = 70% a=endance = more than a quarter of the school year missed. 

An average a=endance of 80% or less across a child’s school career adds up to missing a whole 2 years from school. 

Being late for school reduces learning �me. 

If your child is 5 minutes late every day they will miss three days of learning each year. 

If your child is 15 minutes late every day they will miss 2 weeks of learning each year. 

  

 

 

Class Last Fortnight This Week  

Rec Spruce 97.0% 98.8%  

Rec Birch 91.3% 88.8% 

Year 1 Walnut 94.3% 97.8% 

Year 1 Cherry 99.2% 96.7% 

Year 2 Maple 98.6% 88.6% 

Year 2 Sycamore 85.7% 87.5% 

Year 3 Fir 88.9% 87.1% 

Year 3 Rowan 95.2% 95.2% 

Year 4 Whitebeam 89.7% 97.7% 

Year 4 Lime 81.0% 91.0% 

Year 4 Ash 94.0% 87.7% 

Year 5 Elder 94.7% 95.0% 

Year 5 Pear 95.0% 94.6% 

Year 6 Pine 97.3% 91.0% 

Year 6 Hornbeam 99.7% 91.4% 

Whole School 93.2% 93.3% 


